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thought fit and natural that the operation of cutting down
should be performed on earth at the time when the lunar
orb was5 so to say, being cut down in the sky. In France
before the Revolution the forestry laws enjoined that trees
should only be felled after the moon had passed the full;
and in French bills announcing the sale of timber you may
still read a notice that the wood was cut in the waning of
the moon.1 So among the Shans of Burma, when a house
Is to be built, it Is a rule that " a lucky day should be chosen
to commence the cutting of the bamboos. The day must
not only be a fortunate one for the builder, but It must also
be in the second half of the month, when the moon is
waning. Shans believe that if bamboos are cut during the
first half of the month, when the moon is waxing, they do
not last well, as boring insects attack them and they will
soon become rotten. This belief is prevalent all over the
East." 2 A like belief obtains in various parts of Mexico.
No Mexican will cut timber while the moon is increasing ;
they say it must be cut while the moon is waning or the wood
will certainly rot3 In Colombia, South America, people think
that corn should only be sown and timber felled when the
moon is on the wane. They say that the waxing moon
draws the sap up through the trunk and branches, whereas
the sap flows down and leaves the wood dry during the
wane of the moon.4 But sometimes the opposite rule is
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